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Fronter Snowletter ς School Tips and 

Tricks from the Fronter Team 

Using Fronter to support your learning 

 

 

 

Communication 

 Messages to staff, pupils and parents informing them of the current situation. 

 Text message facility to inform parents (available if text messages purchased in 

advance). 

Learning 

 Setting work:  

 

 

- Tests - check what they know and in the feedback suggest future research or 

practice 

- Hand-ins with instructions to enable current work to continue 

- Upload worksheets or other documents  

- Research to support on-going work - create a page with links 

- Forums to discuss work in hand, what is happening, communication 

- Elluminate - talk to other members of staff or an entire class ς lessons can continue 

with both pupils and teachers at home! 

- Pages - add a new page with links to online resources, forums and links to 

worksheets/presentations you were planning to use (convert PowerPoints to iSpring 

presentations so they can be viewed on the Fronter page). 

- Create shared folders so pupils can do collaborative work, even in their own homes. 

 

Discussions 

 Engaging with pupils in their circumstances - Folders or forums to upload images 

to, along with writing opportunities - then encourage positive critical feedback. 

 One to one Elluminate sessions with staff to discuss planning or individual pupils 

to discuss progress ς these can be schedules via the Fronter calendar. 

 Staff CPD opportunity - have time to look at the Fronter video courses (available    

from the help menu) and improve your Fronter skills. 

 



 
 

2 
 

 

Weather Watch!! 

¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ bƻǘŜǎ 

Here are just a few topic starting points to get you going.  Please use these ideas to keep 

your pupils /students engaged over the snowy period. We have focused on the topic of 

climate/weather as this will capitalise on the pupilsΩ natural curiosity in what is happening 

around them, whilst giving plenty of opportunity for expressive observation, reflection and 

creativity. 

Good luck ς and do let us know how you get on with using Fronter during the snow ς ǿŜΩŘ 

love to hear from you! 

 

Forum Topic starters 

 

 

1) Looking at the news 

Look at different news coverage of the weather ς what bias do we see? How are images used? What 

sorts of stories feature in different newspapers / news sites? Does The Times run the same snow 

stories as the Daily Mirror ς if not, why not? 

2) Finding out about weather from the past 

 

What do you know about the history of the weather ς what can you find out about the great freeze 

of 1739/40, when people were skating on the Thames?  When was the Little Ice Age?  

What can you find out about the Great Freeze of 1963? Do you know anyone who remembers the 

1963 winter ςperhaps interview them to see what they can tell you? (Ask them if they had central 

heating in their house, or double glazing ς Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƛƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ Řŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŜǾŜƴ 

remember ice on the insides of the windows!) 

What can you find out about the Great Freeze of 1947?  

What trends can you spot between the data you have found for 1739, 1947, and 1963? What can 

you learn from this? 

Some useful sites to support this suite of forum ideas: 

 http://www.londononline.co.uk/history/thames/5/ (1739) 

 http://www.thamesweb.co.uk/windsor/windsorhistory/freeze63.html (1963) 

 http://www.openwriting.com/archives/2004/01/the_big_freeze.php (1947) 

 http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/corporate/pressoffice/anniversary/winter1946-47.html (1947) 

http://www.londononline.co.uk/history/thames/5/
http://www.thamesweb.co.uk/windsor/windsorhistory/freeze63.html
http://www.openwriting.com/archives/2004/01/the_big_freeze.php
http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/corporate/pressoffice/anniversary/winter1946-47.html
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3) Creative writing using Fronter forums and/or documents  

Imagine you are a character who lived during one of those periods in history ς write a journal 

describing your daily life during the Great Freeze(s). 

Create snow poems ς these can be shared works using multi-author docs or forums. 

Create snow sound-scapes ς use the sound tool to record and share snow poems /sounds/music . 

Explore snow stories ς The Snow Queen, The Selfish Giant, The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe ς

others if you can think of them : Why is snow a popular background for writers? 

Choose a character from a snow story and write about your snow scenes (looking out of your 

window) from their point of view. 

Write your own snow story, it can be based on reality or be completely made up. 

 

4) Meteorological and weather websites ς  

Explore the Meteorological Office website:   http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/ 

Then, using Fronter multi-author docs, create a class snow report, check it then send to the Met 

office to help create a National weather report: 

http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/uk/observations/snowreport.html 

http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/
http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/uk/observations/snowreport.html

